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GUIDELINES FOR NIH STUDY TEAMS COMPLETING THE 

NIH RELIANCE AGREEMENT REQUEST FORM  

OVERVIEW 

• A Reliance Agreement is a written agreement between institutions that identifies which institution
will serve as the Reviewing IRB and which will cede IRB review i.e., the Relying Institution. It outlines
the respective roles and responsibilities and is negotiated by the respective Human Research
Protection Programs.

• Reliance Agreements can document NIH relying on an external IRB, or an external institution relying
on the NIH IRB.

• To initiate a request for a Reliance Agreement the NIH PI/designee submits a reliance request in the
NIH reliance system – the application is found in the Agreement Request section of the Reliance &
Single IRB (sIRB) Resources page of the IRBO website.

• The request form includes branching to ensure that appropriate information is captured from study
teams. It also allows a single submission to request that up to 10 external sites (Participating Sites)
rely on the NIH IRB. However, the request form needs to be completed in one go and cannot be
saved to complete later. Once submitted, the forms cannot be edited by the requester.

• Attached are 2 PDFs of the request form to help NIH investigators prepare their requests.

• Appendix A: Request form questions when requesting to rely on an external IRB

• Appendix B: Request form questions when requesting that an external site(s) relies on the NIH
 IRB

• Submitting the request form only initiates the reliance process. For detailed instructions on the
steps that need to be completed to rely on an external IRB or to request that the NIH serve as the
Reviewing IRB for a multi-site study, please contact the NIH Reliance and Single IRB Team at NIH-
Reliance-sIRB@nih.gov.

These guidelines are for NIH Study Teams submitting a Reliance Agreement Request Form using the internal 
NIH reliance system.  The request form is used when an NIH team requests to rely on an external IRB or when 
they request for an external site to rely on the NIH IRB.  

https://irbo.nih.gov/confluence/display/ohsrp/Reliance+Agreement
https://irbo.nih.gov/confluence/display/ohsrp/Reliance+and+Single+IRB+Resources
https://irbo.nih.gov/confluence/display/ohsrp/Reliance+and+Single+IRB+Resources
https://irbo.nih.gov/confluence/
mailto:NIH-Reliance-sIRB@nih.gov
mailto:NIH-Reliance-sIRB@nih.gov
https://irbo.nih.gov/confluence/display/ohsrp/Reliance+Agreement
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APPENDIX A: REQUEST FORM QUESTIONS WHEN REQUESTING TO RELY ON AN 
EXTERNAL IRB 
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APPENDIX B: REQUEST FORM QUESTIONS WHEN REQUESTING THAT AN 
EXTERNAL SITE(S) RELIES ON THE NIH IRB
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If "Yes" is checked, questions 24-32 will repeat to allow the 
addition of more pSITES, up to a maximum of 10. 
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