
PROTECT Tip Sheet for 
IRB RESEARCHERS 

NHSR & Exempt Submissions in PROTECT 

Overview:  
This guide is intended for Researchers and Study Team members and other NIH staff who need to submit to the IRB 
applications for activity that might be Not Human Subjects Research or Exempt.  It will cover where on our Office of 
Human Subjects Research (OHSRP) website to find resources on these types of activities, as well as how to submit these 
applications in PROTECT.   

OHSRP Website Resources: 
Determining how to submit Not Human Subjects Research or Exempt applications:  

1. Do you need to submit to the IRB? 
URL: Step 1 (nih.gov) 

 
fig 1 

2. Not Human Subjects Research 
URL: NHSR Research (nih.gov) 

 
fig 2 

https://irbo.nih.gov/confluence/display/ohsrp/Step+1
https://irbo.nih.gov/confluence/display/ohsrp/NHSR+Research


3. Exempt Research 
URL: Exempt Research (nih.gov) 

 
fig 3 

4. What if I’m Not Sure? 
Find your IRB Team's contact information here (fig 4) or call 301-402-3713 to get in touch with an IRB Analyst, or 
send us an email at IRB@od.nih.gov.  You can also refer to OHSRP Policy 100 - NIH HRPP for further 
information.  Finally, you could submit a request for a determination. 

 
fig 4 

INTRODUCING 2 NEW PROTECT GUIDES:  
 NIH Guide for Submission for NHSR and Not Research 

COMING SOON / Will be posted on the OHSRP Website  
 

 NIH Guide for Submission for Exemptions 
COMING SOON / Will be posted on the OHSRP Website 

https://irbo.nih.gov/confluence/display/ohsrp/Exempt+Research
https://irbo.nih.gov/confluence/display/ohsrp/Find+my+IRB+Team
mailto:IRB@od.nih.gov
https://policymanual.nih.gov/3014-100


Questions / Help 
For system-related questions about these submissions in the PROTECT system: 
Please submit a ticket and our IT trainers will assist you. 

For process/regulatory questions about your submission: 
Contact the IRB Team: Find my IRB Team (nih.gov). 
NOTE: You can also send an email to the IRB main inbox at IRB@od.nih.gov or call our main number 301-402-3713 to get 
in touch with IRB staff. 

https://ohsrp.helpdesk.nih.gov/jira/servicedesk/customer/portal/5
https://irbo.nih.gov/confluence/display/ohsrp/Find+my+IRB+Team
mailto:IRB@od.nih.gov
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